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PARCC TESTING
Students in grades 3-8 will be administered the PARCC assessments every year for 
ELA and math. Grades 4 and 8- NJASK Science

High school students in grades 9, 10 and 11 will be administered PARCC ELA 
assessments. 

Students in grades 9, 10 and 11 who are enrolled in Algebra I, Algebra II, or 

Geometry will be administered a PARCC math assessment in that subject.



Alternate Assessment
The Dynamic Learning Maps (DLM) assessment 

Alternate state assessment administered to students with the most significant 
intellectual disabilities

Computer Based

About 1% of the Special Education Population 



Special 
Education 
Students and 
Testing 
Requirements

Jenine Kastner,Supervisor of Special Services

No Child Left Behind Act and the 
Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act of 2004 require that 
all students participate in statewide 
assessments in the grades and 
subjects tested



PARCC ACCESSIBILITY FEATURES

Based on Individual Needs

Determined by IEP Team 

Reviewed annually

In alignment with 
accommodations provided 
daily

Key to Success:

Same accessibility features 
are practiced and 
implemented during 
instruction 

Student is familiar with the 
features and how to access



Accessibility Feature and Accommodations 

PNP

Personal Needs Profile is Developed 
Prior to assessment.  

UDL

Universal Design of Learning– 

Usable by all students to the greatest 
extent possible without the need for 
adaptations or specialized design.

How to Access: 

Tools provided onscreen, stored in a 
toolbar, or accessible through a menu 
or control panel, as needed



Example Features
Features Identified in Advance (for All)

Audio Amplification

Answer Masking

Blank Paper

Background/Font Color (Color Contrast)

Eliminate Answer Choices

General Masking

Flag Items for Review

Text-to-Speech for Language Arts Sections

General Administration Directions Clarified (by 

test administrator)

Highlight Tool

Headphones

Magnification/Enlargement Device

NotePad

Pop-Up Glossary

Redirect Student to Test



Transition to High School

IEP Team meets with High School CST members

Develop IEP including testing accommodations

During high school, it will be determined to add a portfolio to students IEP to fulfill 

graduation requirements



High School Requirements
The Class of 2021 and Beyond – Starting with the Class of 2021, students will only 
have two pathways to meet the high school graduation assessments requirements:

(1) Pass the ELA 10 and Algebra 1 assessments; or

(2) The submission by the district of a student portfolio through the Department’s 
portfolio appeals process, assuming the student has taken all PARCC assessments 
associated with the high-school level courses for which they were eligible* and 
receives valid scores.

Students must still take assessment but portfolio assessment supplements the test 
to meet requirements



More Information for Parents
Visit any of the following

NJDOE Common Core Toolkit: http://www.state.nj.us/education/sca/toolkit/

NJDOE Office of Assessment: http://www.state.nj.us/education/assessment/

NJDOE Office of Special Education Programs: 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/specialed/

NJDOE Innovatenj: http://www.state.nj.us/education/innovateNJ/

PARCC website: http://www.parcconline.org/

DLM website: http://dynamiclearningmaps.org/



Clinton-Glen Gardner Title I Workshop



Reflection Question:
How does CPS currently address the needs of struggling readers?



How to Raise a Reader!

Welcome to our Title I Parent Meeting on "How to Raise a Reader" 
workshop in which we will review the programs we have at CPS  to 
address the needs of our at risk students and get them on the road to  
“on grade level” proficiency in reading.  In addition, we will discuss 
our models of assessment and progress monitoring while also 
providing parents with strategies they can use at home to help their 
children become fluent readers. 



CPS CORE READING PROGRAM

● Provides for early intervention
● Aims at identifying struggling learners before they fall behind
● Provides struggling learners with support based on individual needs



CPS Core Programs and Interventions
● K and 1 FUNDATIONS (Multi-Senosry Phonics based on direct instruction)
● Grades K-4 Reader’s Workshop
● Grades K-4 Author’s Studies
● 5-8 Literature Circles/genre studies

***************************************INTERVENTIONS*******************************

● I&RS

● BSI
● Double Dose of Fundations
● LLI (Leveled Literacy Intervention)
● Just Words (Wilson Instruction)
● Dyslexia Screening in grades K-2



Reader’s Workshop



5 Areas of Reading Instruction 

•Phonemic Awareness
•Phonics
•Fluency
•Vocabulary
•Text Comprehension



Area 1:  Phonemic Awareness 

•The ability to hear the sounds that letters make when 
they are put together to make words.  Example: /b/a/t/
•Phonemes = sounds letters make
•Sounds can be segmented (pulled apart)
•Sounds can be blended (put back together)
•Sounds can be manipulated (added, deleted, 
substituted)



Area 2: Phonics 

•The relationship between the sounds heard when spoken 
(phonemes) and the letters in the alphabet (graphemes).
•Phonics involves sounding a word out.



Area 3: Vocabulary Development 

•The ability to store information about meanings and 
pronunciations of words needed to understand 
content.
–Denotation = dictionary definition
Connotation = real-life usage 



Area 4: Fluency 

•The ability to read text with accuracy, expression, speed, 
and comprehension.
–Reading with inflection (phrasing).
–Fluent readers do not have to concentrate on decoding words, but can 
focus on content.
–Fluent readers make the connection between the text and their own 
personal experiences.
Fluency is the bridge between recognizing words 
and comprehension 



Area 5: Text Comprehension 

•The ability to understand, remember, and explain to 
others what you have read.



Comprehension Strategies

● Visualizing  (the movie in your head)
● Making Connections (Prior knowledge)
● Retelling/summarizing (Remembering the key details)
● Wondering/Questioning (Good readers ask questions as they read)
● Making Inferences (Good readers move from the literal to a deeper 

understanding of text)
● Synthesizing (putting it all together to come up with new ideas)
● Understanding Text Structure



A few words about vocabulary...
By age three, it is believed that children growing up in  lower-income families may 
hear up to 30 million fewer words than their more privileged counterparts.  
Therefore, their ability to make meaning and infer when reading is at a disadvantage 
from day 1 of Kindergarten.

The Three T’s: Tune In. Talk More. Take Turns:

1. Tune In by paying attention to what your child is focused on or communicating with you.
2. Talk More with your child using lots of descriptive words to build his or her vocabulary.
3. Take Turns with your child by engaging in his or her conversation.



What can parents do at home to support 
what we do in school?
● Turn off electronics and read to your child every evening making sure you 

model for fluency
● Ask your child to read to you while you do the dishes or other chores that allow 

you to listen and ask questions. As your child reads to you, let them know the 
mental images you are creating from the words.

● Keep books, magazines, and newspapers visible in your home and let your child 
see YOU reading for your own pleasure

● Try the following websites:


